Painful legs and moving toes syndrome associated with herpes zoster myelitis.
A 75-year-old woman developed painful legs and moving toes syndrome (PLMT) 16 months after the onset of herpes zoster (HZ) myelitis. Although the scattered extensive lesions due to HZ myelitis were observed to be eccentric near the posterior horn on MRI, these changes had disappeared upon the development of PLMT. Combined median and tibial nerve somatosensory evoked potentials demonstrated abnormal findings only in the tibial nerve stimuli, suggesting that a severe alteration occurred in the somatosensory fibers coming selectively from the lower legs. These findings suggest plasticity in the ascending somatosensory pathway including the posterior horn cells, probably involving the interneuron networks, for the lower legs may underlie the development of PLMT associated with HZ myelitis.